
 
 

 
 

PASTOR 

Rev. Arthur E. Mattulke 

Email: pastorsttakron@gmail.com 
 

DEACON 

Ron Adamczak 
 

RECTORY 

5771 Buell Street 

P.O. Box 168 

Akron, NY 14001 

(716) 542-9103 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, 

& Friday 

8:30 AM–12:30 PM 

E-mail: stteresasofakron@verizon.net 

Website: stteresasofakron.com 
 

PARISH SECRETARY 

Jean Bacon 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

Sr. M. Ruth Warejko, CSSF 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 

5775 Buell Street 

(716) 542-9103  Ext. 2 

Website: streledakron.wordpress.com 
 

CONVENT 

5773 Buell Street 

(716) 542-9717 

 

BUSINESS/CEMETERY MANAGER 

Melissa Sanford 
 

PARISH TRUSTEES 

Dick Campbell                 Wally Smith 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the Catholic faith community of      

St. Teresa of Avila parish, guided by the 

Holy Spirit, commit ourselves to proclaim 

and follow the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. Basing our lives on faith, hope 

and love, we seek to meet our needs and 

the spiritual and corporal needs of those 

around us. It is our humble prayer that 

our lives will be visible signs of His 

presence in the world as we celebrate 

Christ in His Word and Sacraments.  

MASS SCHEDULE  

Sunday Liturgies .…………………………………………………….8:00 AM, 10:15 AM 
Saturday Vigil .. ………………………………………………………………………….4:30 PM 
Daily  Mass ….……………………………..8:00 AM, except Wednesday 5:30 PM 
Saturday …………………………………………………………………………………..9:00 AM 
Vigil of Holy Days …………………………………………………………………….5:30 PM 
Holy Days ………………………………………………………………….8:00 AM, 7:30 PM 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays 3:00 to 4:00 PM 
First Saturday 8:15 to 8:45 AM 
Vigil of Holy Days 3:30 to 4:15 PM 
or anytime by request. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

As preparation for Baptism, parents are asked to contact the parish 
office to make an appointment with the Pastor. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Arrangements to be made at the Rectory 6 months in advance. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 

Please register at the Rectory as soon as you move within the parish. 
Note: If you are moving out of the parish, please notify the Rectory. 
 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 

These letters needed for Baptismal and Confirmation sponsors are issued 
gladly to those who: have been registered for 6 months; attend Mass 
regularly; have been confirmed; if married, have done so in conformity with 
the Church laws, and whose children attend Religious Education.  

DECEMBER 18, 2022 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



 
Mon., December 19 
 

  8:00  Intentions for Mothers 
 

Tues., December 20 
 

  8:00   Marissa Olsen - Birthday 
  Blessing by Mary Olsen  
 

Wed., December 21 - St. Peter Canisius 
 

 5:30     Gloria Rembas 
  by Estate  
 

Thurs., December 22 
 

  8:00 Alfred Strollo 
  by Family 
 

Fri.,  December 23 
 

  8:00 Jamie Rydzik 
  by Mary Olsen 
 

Sat., December 24 
  

  9:00 Natalina Jenny Liberatore - 
  90th Birthday Blessings 
  With Love, Margaret 
 

  4:30 Adeline, Henry & Michael 
  Raykowski by Rich Raykowski 
 

  8:00 John & Helen Capan 
  by Daughter 
 

Sun., December 25 
 

  9:00 Gertrude Bartels & Andrew  
  Korszylowski 
  by Estate of Gertrude Bartels 
 

11:00 For the People of St. Teresa’s 
  Parish by Fr. Art 

 
 

 

 
Scripture Readings 

For the Week 
 
 

Monday - Judges 13:2-7,24-25a 
    Luke 1:5-25 
 

Tuesday - Isaiah 7:10-14 
     Luke 1:26-38 
 

Wednesday – Song of Songs 2:8-14 
          Luke 1:39-45         
 

Thursday - 1 Samuel 1:24-28 
       Luke 1:46-56 
 

Friday - Malachi 3:1-4,23-24   
   Luke 1:57-66 
 

Saturday - 2 Samuel 7:1-5,  
          8b-12,14a,16       
          Luke 1:67-79 
 

Sunday - Isaiah 52:7-10 
   Hebrews 1:1-6 
   John 1:1-18 

 
 
 

 

 
 

ST. TERESA OF AVILA CATHOLIC CHURCH      ·       AKRON, NEW YORK 

For those who keep a distance from the invitations 
of faith: that they can quell their fears and            
resistance and discover all the good waiting for 

them; we pray to the Lord…. 
 
Please pray for the sick of the parish and their family members,        
especially Viola Izydorczak, Lois Sullivan, Gary Karaskiewicz,        
Louis Pulvino, Paul Schifferle, Sr. Joanne Gangloff, Iola Ciammetti, 
Ita Steele, Austin Penn, Jim & Joe Vasi, Sterling McCarriagher,      
Virginia Maloney, Bob Tiedt, Jean Ottney, Shirley Lantz, Donna 
Stock, Rita Whalen, Laura Gray &  Lorraine Sylvester.  
 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Arlene Jankowski. 

 

December 18, 2022  
4th Sunday of Advent  

 
An entire town is wiped out by fire, a tornado 
rips through several neighborhoods, a bomb 

claims a maternity hospital and a sudden heart attack takes the 
life of a soul mate. Life is unpredictable and dramatic. Many buy 
into the sad illusion that the securities and familiarities we see 
around us today will remain forever: our homes, our friends, our 
spouses, our churches, and even our health. We are stunned and 
shaken by a sudden change, finding ourselves bewildered,     
mortified, and even embittered. We do not like change,        
especially change driven by sources beyond our control. Are 
there any guarantees in life? We often live as if our lives come 
with lifetime warranties. When they break, they can be fixed or     
replaced. Such is not the case. Many things are irreplaceable 
and unable to be fixed. During life’s inevitable chaos, God says: 
“Do not be afraid.” Seriously? How can one not be afraid when 
things are falling apart? Fear is normal and it has a purpose. It is 
unrealistic, and somewhat unhealthy, to strive to live without 
any fear. Fear teaches us lessons and can be a catalyst to       
discovering more profound things. What we do with fear and 
how we understand it is critical. Fear can either cripple us or 
move us forward. God does not want fear to cripple us. If we 
look around at all that can change in our lives and consider what 
we might have to do, we can easily wallow in the mire of 
selfDmisery. Or we can step up to the challenge, as Mary did, 
and do what needs doing! We can stand tall, as did Joseph, and 
do the right and just thing! What gives us this courage? Faith. 
God is with us. This is the focus of our Advent preparations. We 
need to be reminded that we are not in this alone. God not only 
made us and loves us, but God keeps us! In the person of Jesus 
Christ, God is the sign we need to persevere! Do not be afraid 
and do not be unbelieving! Hold fast to what God has done in 
giving us His only begotten Son. We do not have to anxiously    
attempt to control life’s unpredictability. God has blessed us 
with the birth of His Son. Trust that He is with us and will not 
abandon us, even in death.                    
           ©LPi  

 

** YOUR PARISH OFFERING ** 
 

Funds needed per week in November for Expenses: $4,710 
 
 

         In Pew 11/27/2022 
 

   Sunday Collection            $ 4,078 
               

The gift of your donation allows us to continue the mission of              
Christ here at St. Teresa’s. Thank you for your generosity. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

  

“Drop down dew from above, you     
heavens, and let the clouds rain down 
the Just One; let the earth be opened 
and bring forth a Savior.” 

 From today’s Entrance Antiphon 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

• Weekend of December 17/18 -  
 The Knights of Columbus Raffle 
 Ticket sales after every Mass  
• Sunday, December 18 - 
 Living Nativity at the 10:15 Mass   
• Sunday, December 18 -    
 Religious Education Classes  
 9:00 am - 10:00 am and 
 11:15 am - 12:30 pm 
• Wednesday, December 21 -  
 Advent Reflection Time in the  
 Rectory Meeting Room 
• Saturday, December 24 -  
 Pro-Life Prayer Group,  
 9:30 am, in the parking lot near the 

Blessed Mother Mary statue 
• Sunday, December 25 -    
 No Religious Education Classes  
 Merry Christmas! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

VOCATION VIEW   
 
God invites us in today’s Scriptures 
to “ask for a sign.” Take Him up on 
this invitation! Ask Jesus to open 
your mind to know His will for your 
life. If that sign points to ordained 
ministry, contact Fr. Dave Baker at 
716-847-5535 or visit buffalovoca-
tions.org  
 

 

God is talking to one of his       
angels. He says, “Do you know 
what I have just done? I have just     

created 24 hours of alternating light 
and darkness on Earth. Isn’t that 
good?” 

The angel says, “Yes, but what will 
you do now?” 

God says, “I think I’ll call it a day.” 

 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 18, 2022 

Religious Education:  The prophets have an unrelenting message:  God will 
always be present to those who are in need, to those whose needs have gone 
unmet by the people around them.  We are always challenged to extend the 
same care to others. 

  
Sock, Mitten & Hat Tree - New hats, scarves and socks, especially 
men’s socks, are greatly needed. The tree will remain through           
December to gladly receive donations.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Football Pool - The winner for week thirteen of the football pool is John & 
Margie Wood . Congratulations John & Margie! 

 
Mission in Timau - An awesome total of $13,014 has been   
donated by parishioners to feed & educate the children at 
the mission in Timau, Kenya. This amount will help over 
35 little ones receive the proper nourishment & education-
al needs for the next year. The Women's Guild thanks eve-
ryone for their generous donations.  
 
 

Minister Sign-Up - If you are able to participate, there are sign-up sheets on 
the bulletin board in the narthex for the Christmas and Holy Day Masses for 
lectors, Eucharistic ministers and altar servers. 

 
On December 4th we welcomed Matthew Jameson       
Bergman into our faith community through the saving    

waters of  Baptism.  Mstthew is the son of Joseph & Savannah Bergman.  
Congratulations and God’s richest blessings to the entire family! 

 
The Knights of Columbus will be holding a "Weekend            
Get-Away" raffle. Tickets will be available after Masses next 
weekend and cost $5. The winner receives Dinner for 2 at     
Russell's Steaks and Chops, Deluxe Sweetheart Room at         

Salvatore's Grand Hotel with continental Breakfast and $100 for miscellane-
ous expenses. The drawing will be held on December 20th and the winner 
need not be present.   
 
Don’t Forget the Oplatek - At the Christmas Eve meal, each person has an 
Oplatek wafer. A parent offers a piece of wafer to another exchanging 
words of bless, of love, perhaps telling what they admire or respect about 
the other. The ritual continues as each person eats the piece of wafer they 
have been given and offers their own wafer to others. The wafers are on the 
altar rail and a donation is suggested. 
 
Retirement Fund for the Religious - Religious give thanks. A sister writes, 
“We remember the many people who believe in the Retirement Fund for 
Religious, thanking them in prayer for their great generosity and compas-
sion.” God bless you for donating to last week’s second collection. Visit   
retiredreligious.org to learn how your gift supports elderly sisters, brothers 
and religious order priests. 
 
The Creighton Model FertilityCare™ System - Understanding how your body 
works puts you in charge, and frees you of drugs or devices. The Creighton 
Model FertilityCare™ System offers couples a scientifically sound and       
morally acceptable way to be proactive about health decisions, family    
planning and is effective in achieving and avoiding pregnancy. Learn more. 
Upcoming Introductory Sessions will be held at Sisters Hospital on Saturday, 
Jan 14, 2023 at 10:30 am or Tuesday, Feb 7th at 7:00 pm. Please call 716-
862-1944 for questions or to pre-register.  

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve Masses, Saturday, December 24      
4:30 & 8 pm  

Christmas Day Masses, Sunday, December 25  9 & 11 am  

 
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God             

Saturday, December 31                           4:30 pm  
Sunday, January 1, 2023     8:00  &  10:15 am 

(10:15 Mass is for our deceased family and friends in 2022)                                                        


